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What is the Landmarks Preservation Commission? 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is the mayoral agency 
responsible for protecting and preserving New York City’s 
architecturally, historically, and culturally significant buildings and sites.  
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What is the Landmarks Preservation Commission? 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is the mayoral agency 
responsible for protecting and preserving New York City’s 
architecturally, historically, and culturally significant buildings and sites.  
 
We designate buildings and sites as landmarks and  
then regulate proposed changes to them. 
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14,000  
preservation 
applications 

Approximate number 
of preservation applications 
per year 
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94-97% 
staff-level 
approvals 

Approximate proportion 
of applications that do not 
require a public hearing  



American Institute of Architects 
January 29, 2020 

3-6% 
commission 
review 

Approximate proportion 
of applications seen by 
LPC Commissioners 
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New Application Forms 
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Standard  FasTrack  Expedited Certificate of No Effect 
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Standard  FasTrack  Expedited Certificate 
of No Effect 

Post-Approval  
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Filing Type 
Notice of Compliance (sign-off) 
Permit Amendment 
C of A filing drawings 

Post-Approval  
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Post-Approval  

Proposed Work 
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Permit Process 
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File Assigned 
to staff 
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Navigating the Permit      
Guidebook 
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Chapter 1: Restoration 
 
Chapter 2: Windows and Doors 
 
Chapter 3: Storefronts 
 
Chapter 4: Awnings and Sidewalk Canopies 
 
Chapter 5: Signage 
 
Chapter 6: Additions 
 
Chapter 7: Excavation 
 

Chapter 8: Front, Side, and Rear Yards 
 
Chapter 9: Barrier-Free Access 
 
Chapter 10: Sidewalks 
 
Chapter 11: Health, Safety, & Utility Equipment 
 
Chapter 12: HVAC 
 
Chapter 13: Fire Escapes 
 
Chapter 14: Temporary Installations 
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new! 

new! 
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Restoration 
Chapter 1 
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Sample Review 

Facade Reconstruction Mortar Joint Removal 

Coating Removal Cleaning 
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Buildings in Historic Districts Individual Landmarks 

Materials 

Cast iron 

Other cast 
metals 

Wrought metals 

Primary facades 
(6th story and  
below) 

Primary facades 
(7th story and 
above) 

Secondary facades 
(visible and  
non-visible) 

Primary facades 
(individual  
landmarks) 

Secondary facades 
(individual  
landmarks) 

Natural finish 
sheet metals 
(i.e., copper) 

Yes (limited to cast 
aluminum or other cast 
metal) 

Yes (in limited 
quantities of discrete 
elements only) 

Yes (in limited 
quantities of discrete 
elements only) 

Yes (in limited 
quantities of discrete 
elements only) 

No 

No Yes Yes No Yes 

No Yes Yes No Yes 

No Yes Yes No Yes 
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Windows 
and Doors 

Chapter 2 
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In This Chapter,  
You Will Find: 

Section A 
How to Get Started 
 
Section B 
LPC Rules and Criteria 
 
Windows 
-    Replacing Windows at Primary Facades 
-    Replacing Windows at Visible Secondary Facades 
-    Replacing Windows at Non-Visible Secondary Facades 
 
Doors 
-    Replacing Doors at Primary Facades 
- Replacing Doors, Modifying Door Openings, and Creating New 

Door Openings at Secondary Facades 
 

Section C 
Technical Guidance and Resources 
 
Glossary 
 

i 

Note: Important information 
located throughout the chapter 
is identified with this symbol! 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started Find Information 

About Your Building 



American Institute of Architects 
January 29, 2020 

Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

What type of building is it? 

Discover NYC Landmarks map 
nyc.gov/landmarks 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

What did it look like? 

1940s tax photograph 
nyc.gov/records 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

How big 
is it? 

327 
ft 

39 fl 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

See If Your Work Requires 
an LPC Permit 
 

Use the Permit Application Finder to  
see past permits at nyc.gov/landmarks 

Maybe you don’t need a permit. 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

Consider Establishing 
a Master Plan 
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Section A 
How to Get 
Started 

An LPC Permit Application 
Form, filled out and signed by the 
property owner 
 
Color photos of the entire 
building and close-ups that show 
location and context of proposed 
work 
 
Comparative drawings: 
 
     - Elevation of existing and                   
       proposed windows and doors 
     - Floor plans of locations of  
       existing and proposed  
       windows and doors 
     - Section (horizontal and  
       vertical) of existing and  
       proposed windows and doors 

Basic Application Materials 

     - Details of existing and  
       proposed windows and doors 
     - Comparative drawings that    
       show any changes to the  
       size or creation of existing  
       window and door openings 
 
Color and material specifications 
 
An assessment of deteriorated 
conditions for replacement of 
historic front doors, special 
windows /doors, and at individual 
landmarks 
 
Two sets of Department of 
Buildings (DOB) filing 
drawings if the proposed work 
requires a DOB permit 
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Section B 
Windows 
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work category Section B 
Windows 
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Replacing Windows 
at Primary Facades 

work type Section B 
Windows 
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criteria of the rules 
Configuration 
Operation 
Details 
Materials 

Section B 
Windows 
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acceptable variations 
Hi-performance simulated 
double-hung windows 

Section B 
Windows 
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Section B 
Windows 

Required Application Materials 
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Photos of building facades 
 
Photos of windows to be replaced 
 
Historic 1940s tax photos, if 
available 
 
Existing and proposed annotated 
floor plans or elevations showing 
location of windows 
 
Comparative window elevation for 
each proposed window type, and 
historic windows, if they exist, to 
show configuration 
 
Comparative vertical and 
horizontal section drawings of 
proposed windows, and historic 
windows, if they exist, to show 
details 

Required Application Materials 
  
- Large-scale detail drawings of 

heads, jambs, sills, meeting rails, 
mullions, muntins, and brick molds 
 

- Glazing calculations may be 
required to ensure historic framing 
and glazing proportions are 
maintained 
 

Material specifications 
 
Color samples 
 
Conditions assessment for special 
windows and historic windows at 
individual landmarks 
 
If LPC needs additional materials once 
your application is reviewed, you will 
receive a Materials Checklist from LPC 
staff. 
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Section C 
Technical Guidance 
and Resources 

Glossary 
 
Window Drawings 
 
Window Glazing Calculations 
 
Investigative Probes 
 
Conditions Assessment 
 
Best Practices for Repairing and  
Retrofitting Windows 
 
Master Plans 
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Section C 
Glossary 
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Section C 
Windows Drawings 

Historic Wood Window 
Section Detail 
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Contact Us! 
1 Centre Street 
9th Floor North 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Front Desk (212) 669-7700 
Public Info (212) 669-7855 
  
www.nyc.gov/landmarks 

1 Centre Street, individual landmark 
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