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December 5, 2006

6:00pm Center for Architecture

SLIDE 1: WELCOME / TITLE & LIST OF SPONSORS

Rick Bell:

Welcome remarks…

Thanks sponsors:
*Champion:

Jack L. Gordon Architects P. C.

 

*Supporters:

InterfaceFLOR; Knoll, Inc.; Mancini Duffy; Perkins & Will; Steelcase, Inc.; STUDIOS Architecture

 

*Contributors:
Bentley Prince Street; Cooper Carry Architects; FXFOWLE Architects; HOK; Herman Miller, Inc.; Ruth Hirsch Associates; Stephan Jaklitsch Design; Stephen B. Jacobs Group, P.C.; J.J. Pan & Partners Architects; Meadows Office Furniture Company; Millikin and Company; Peter Pennoyer Architects P.C.; Barry Rice Architects PLLC; Schuman Lichtenstein Claman Efron (SLCE); Hugo S. Subotovsky Architects

Tsao & McKown Architects; Zumtobel Lighting Inc.

 

Our beverages this evening are provided by Dewars and Barefoot wines.

Introduces Mark Strauss

Rick returns to his seat; Mark Strauss approaches podium

SLIDE 2: 2006 CHAPTER THEME: (MES with Jefferson and Oculus)

MS: It’s been an honor to serve the chapter this year as the 2006 President and waving the banner for Architecture as Public Policy.  Our theme reflected the chapter’s interest in promoting greater involvement for architects in influencing the public realm and public policy.    

I hope that many of you were here during architecture week when Mayor Bloomberg opened our going public exhibition.  The Mayor acknowledged the chapter’s role in advocating for great architecture. He noted that, “Great architecture is vital to the spirit of our city – and that includes public buildings and projects, too.”   

Our involvement in the public real was also reflected by our continued advocacy.  Some of the projects that we supported included:  (List a few projects that we supported.) To expand our effectiveness, we continued to work with our legislative consultant, Ken Fisher of Wolf Block, to assist us in keeping abreast of upcoming legislation, to identify areas where architects should take the lead on issues, to seek City support, and build alliances.

To see Policy issues that the Board has addressed, go to www.aiany.org under Chapter News.

SLIDE 3: 2006: Collage of 2006 Exhibitions

SLIDE 4: 2006: Collage of 2006 Programs

In 2006, so far we held 19 exhibitions and hosted over 350 programs at the Center.  We also began a new tradition by launching the first annual AIA NY Chapter Awards lunch at 7 World Trade Center, this past June.   We had over 400 entries, and honored 27 winning projects.

SLIDE 5: 2006: NEW PRACTICES SHOWCASE (Image of Winners)
For me personally, the most rewarding effort has been the success of our New Practices Roundtable, in which we partnered with the Architects Newspaper to create programs that would nurture and provide resources for new architectural practices in areas of business management, technology and marketing.  Working with Hafele America, we also launched the New Practices Showcase in 2006. Following a juried portfolio review that had nearly 50 entries, we chose six new practices to be featured in a group show at the Center with bi-monthly individual presentations and exhibitions at the Hafele showroom on 26th Street.  I’m proud to say that, “this baby is now walking and talking.”  A number of the principals from these new practices are now active with this program, and are creating another series of roundtables and a new showcase, which will be launched, next year. 

SLIDE 6: Chapter Operations;  Membership chart
1.  Membership: We increased our membership to around 4000.  Our goal is to grow to 5000, next year in our Sesquicentennial year…and we are on our way.  Bring your friends to the programs and invite them to join the Chapter and the Center.  
2.  Finance:   Under Tony Schirripa’s leadership as Treasurer, we have increased the financial stability and independence of the Chapter.  Under Tony's leadership as treasurer and the Finance Committee's vigilance, the Chapter is in excellent financial condition. Our investments grew 9.1%, our cash balance is approximately $500,000, we have paid down the bulk of the mortgage on the Center for Architecture and expect that upon payment of all outstanding pledges to be able to retire the mortgage in 2007. The chapter has also achieved a tremendous success with this year’s Heritage Ball and Design awards luncheon, with net revenue to the Chapter of $721,500 an increase of 65%!!!! 

3.  Operations:  This year, we continued to implement our Business Operations Plan.  As part of this effort, we brought in a new Deputy Director for Member Value and Communications, Cynthia Kracauer, AIA.  

SLIDE 7: 2006 Board 

Before I turn the podium over to others, I would like to take this time to thank the leadership of our 2006 Board and Committee Chairs of the 23 committees and ask them to stand.   (Pause During the applause) From the Housing Committee, and Planning and Urban Design committee through the Technology, International, Professional Practice, Marketing, Education, Environment, Health, and Emerging NY Architects, every committee has had exceptional programming. As an example, the Emerging NY Architects Committee held its second biennial competition, Southpoint Park on Roosevelt Island.

SLIDE 8: Chapter staff

Now I would like all of us to thank Rick, Pamela, Stephen Suggs in absentia, Cynthia, and (list the entire staff?) of the Center for their dedication and great work.  Please all stand… (pause).  Many long nights and weekends have been dedicated to the success of our programs and mission.  Their commitment to all of us is unsurpassed.

SLIDE 9: AIA 150

Now I would like to ask our AIA 150 Champion Mark Ginsberg, FAIA, to approach the podium and tell what our Chapter is doing to celebrate the Sesquicentennial.  

Mark Ginsberg:

As part of a larger national effort, we have started the commemoration of the 1857 founding, in Lower Manhattan, of the American Institute of Architects.  The sesquicentennial celebration – known as AIA150 – will continue throughout 2007.  

The most significant aspect of our plans both nationally and locally is to “give back” to our communities.   A program of “Blueprint Initiatives” – projects to bring about change – has been set up by AIA National. We have developed two Blueprint Initiatives:

· The New Housing New York Legacy Project will create a model for high-quality sustainable design for affordable housing. 

· The “Public Information Exchange” known as PIE will consist of a permanent interactive multimedia installation on the major citywide planning and design projects and issues, which will also be accessible through the internet, 

Many other AIA150 events are being planned, and will bear the AIA150 logo.  These include:

· The AIA New York State Convention in October – with a theme of “Past as Prologue.”  

· In April, the National Architecture Week, patterned in part after the New York Chapter’s Architecture week, will be celebrated across the country.  

· The timeline exhibition depicting the development of the City of New York, the architectural profession, and the AIA, will educate us about our history. 
With AIA150 as an impetus, there is much reason to celebrate what we have done and what we in New York are doing to improve our City and profession for the future. Truly the Past as Prologue 

Mark Ginsberg returns to seat; Mark Strauss approaches podium

Brunner Grant winners announcement

MS: Speaking of AIA 150, it gives me great pleasure to announce the winners of this year’s Brunner Grant both of which in some significant way relate to our history. As you know, the Brunner Grant is awarded for "advanced study in some special field of architectural investigation which will most effectively contribute to the practice, teaching or knowledge of the art and science of architecture."

This year, the scholarship committee jury made two awards, each for $10,000.  

The first goes to:

Professor Samuel D. Gruber of Syracuse University 

Professor Gruber’s project is a history of Arnold W. Brunner, Architect and Planner.

Brunner was President of the AIA New York Chapter in 1910.

The second award goes to Professor Diane Lewis, architect here in New York City who will be curating an exhibition and producing a book called: NY 150+: A Time Line, Ideas – Civic Institutions – Futures.

Diane, please stand up so we can acknowledge your award. 

2007 Nominating Committee

I would also like to announce that the ballots have been counted and chapter members have elected the 2007 Nominating Committee.  The committee will be: Lance Jay Brown, FAIA; Mary Burke, AIA; Eric Goshow, AIA; and Beth Greenberg, AIA.  

As Chair of this committee I would also like to ask all members who are interested in being on the Board or to be appointed to one of our Elective Committees please make your interest known to either myself or Rick Bell. 

SLIDE 10: Collage of Pictures of People with AIA Caps

Despite all the successes of our programs and exhibitions at the Center for Architecture, I recognize that my “real” legacy has been creating the AIA Cap emblazoned with our theme on the back.  I personally have received more comments (both positive and not) about these caps than other aspect of my presidency.  I also received countless email photos of our members wearing the caps around the world.  

SLIDE 11: Picture of Joan Blumenfeld

MS: Now I would ask Joan Blumenfeld to join me at the podium.  Joan, I am very thankful for your voice of reason, good humor and your tireless support of me this past year. Thank you for an unforgettable year!  It is also with great pleasure that I pass the leadership of our Chapter to you….and I have a special gift for you which helps to begin to define your 2007 theme, “Architecture Inside Out.”

Mark Strauss takes his seat; Joan Blumenfeld approaches podium

Slide 12: Mark Strauss at CFA 

JB: Thank you, Mark, for the warm introduction.

This past year has seen the Chapter and the Center for Architecture flourish, and much of the credit for the successes of the past months should go to our Chapter President 2006, Mark Strauss.  His theme, “Architecture as Public Policy”, has energized our members, and brought engagement and clarity to our position in the community at large.   He has also, through his initiatives for New Practices, brought to the fore many of the issues confronting practitioners starting their own firms.  He has been a tireless promoter of architecture in the service of the public good, a subject that is near and dear to my heart and that will remain a focus for the Chapter over the next year even as we start a new theme, “Architecture Inside/Out.    I hope that over the next year in his role as Immediate Past President we will be lucky enough to have him continue his good work on the many programs that he has initiated over the past year.   

Slide 13: 2006 AIANY THEME  Architecture Inside/Out

2007 will bring us the 150th anniversary celebration of the AIA, as well as the NYS Convention on our doorstep.  These two events alone will bring excitement and energy to the Center and the Chapter.  But   one of the joys about being AIANY President and on this Board is the ability to help foster programs and events that relate to one’s own personal interests and passions.  
As an interior designer focusing on the workplace, for many years I did not participate in the programs and initiatives at the AIA, or in any discussions about how architects can help improve the public realm.  As for many others, 9/11 changed all that, bringing us into a public dialog that transcended notions of practice or specialties, and that united us in our belief in the power of design to bring us better communities and cities.  It is this activist notion of the AIA that has motivated me and my peers here at the Center for Architecture, along with the idea of pushing the boundaries of the envelope of involvement that still evokes our passion and our commitment.

As an architect who became an interior designer, I would like to bring that same activism to address some of the issues and problems specifically relating to its practice.  This has evolved into a complex and nuanced profession, particularly in the area of workplace design.  

Slide 14: “Workland” cartoon

It is a profession very much like urban design in that it confronts the field, rather than the object, requiring the consensus of many stakeholders.  Circulation patterns, use and adjacencies, sociologies of hierarchy and networks, sustainability all are thrown in to the mix required for design excellence.  And yet, for a large portion of our members, there is still a misconception of the field as “decoration”.  

Slide 15: “Skeleton in cubicle” cartoon

This attitude translates into an unintentional lack of concern for interior design excellence at every level.  Why is there no program for design excellence for the hundreds of thousands of square feet that the city builds every year?  Every year close to 40 million sq. ft. of interior office space is built in our city, compared to an average of a million or two of core and shell. Why did our own design awards program only award one out of three awards to interiors, and almost none to workplace interiors?  Why are many of the architects who practice interior design divorced from the activities and initiatives at the Center and the Chapter?

Over the next year I hope work with the 2007 Board and with the Center for Architecture Foundation to answer some of these questions, while firmly maintaining the focus of the Chapter on its mission of design excellence, advocacy, and professional practice.

SLIDE 16: 2006 Foundation Board

I would like to ask Elisabeth Martin, our 2006 Center for Architecture Foundation President, to join me at the podium.  

EM:

Thank you, Joan.   2006 has been a year of tremendous growth and collaboration for the Foundation and Chapter.  In the three short years since the opening of the Center, our programs, education and scholarship have grown exponentially - bringing tremendous value in support of the overlapping missions of both organizations to increase public awareness of the value of architecture and design.

We are most proud of what we have accomplished this year in joint efforts with the Chapter.  

I would like to congratulate our new Officers and Board Trustees and ask Linda Yowell, our incoming President, to say a few words.

Linda approaches the podium

SLIDE 17: 2007 Foundation Board 

Linda Yowell:

First, I’d like to thank Elisabeth for her amazing dedication and leadership as Foundation president this year.

Here at the Center, together with Rick and the Chapter we have created a unique NY cultural institution that offers students and the public a new lens with which to see their homes, their neighborhoods, their city and their future.  

With the Memorandum of Understanding between the Foundation and the Chapter about to be finalized, we look forward to working together for an exciting year at the Center.

Slide 18: List of Sponsors

Finally, in a fund raising campaign led by Mary Burke, we have received over $37,000 in contributions to support our themed programs for 2006.  I would like to acknowledge our sponsors tonight for being so generous.

[This list is projected so you do not need to recite names.]
      

Slide 19:  2007 AIANY Board

At this point, I would like to recognize the 2007 AIANY Board. Would the board members please stand.  (Applause)


Slide 20:  P + W Partners

I would also like to publicly thank my partners for generously allowing me to take on this position, and for agreeing to support me over the next year.  I am hoping that this public thank you will stand me in good stead 12 months from now after they have had to put up with my absences over the course of the year!

Slide 21: Mark Robbins 

With that, I would like to introduce our keynote speaker, Mark Robbins.  

He is the dean of the School of Architecture at Syracuse University. His work bridges the fields of art and architecture, exploring the complex social and political forces that contribute to the built environment.


Prior to coming to Syracuse, Robbins was the Director of Design at the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington DC where he developed an aggressive program to strengthen the presence of innovative design in the public realm. Previously he was the Curator of Architecture at the Wexner Center for the Arts in Columbus, Ohio and he was an Associate Professor in the Knowlton School of Architecture at The Ohio State University from 1990 to 1999. He was the Shure Visiting Critic at the University of Virginia, the TVS distinguished Critic at the Georgia Institute of Technology and a visiting critic at the Graduate School of Design at Harvard.


Notable among his awards are the Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome and grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Graham Foundation, and the State Arts Councils of Ohio and New York. Robbins was a Fellow in the visual arts at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University in 2002-03, and has received two fellowships from the New York Foundation for the Arts as well as residencies at the MacDowell Colony, the Ragdale Foundation and the Chicago Institute for Architecture and Urbanism.

It gives me great pleasure, to bring Mark Robbins to the podium.

Begin Keynote speech
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